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POKING FUN AT RE-INCARNATIONISTS. 


aboli and with the dièspjei arance of eae I 
shall at least be spared the annoyance which the knowledge 
of wy infirmities is now causing me. But meanwhile I am 
having an exceedingly bad time of it. Of course when I 
last went to Devachan I left my fourth principle (kama rupa, 
the animal gorl, you know) Behind me; and though it was 
a good enough sort of soul in its way, it had, to tell the 
truth, its little faults, and I soon grew quite reconciled to 
its absence. I was therefore rather annoyed to find that it 
had rejoined me in my new quarters, particularly as I under- 
stand that its immediate business will beto work off old 
scores incurred during my last incarnation. 
a taste of its quality too. 


Tue following is from an occasional correspondent :— 

“ Here is an amusing extract from the Pall Mall Gazette, 
which exhibits the vagaries and absurdities of Re-incarnation | 
in a way thit serious argument or discussion could never 
reach, Reasoning on a subject is not the only, nor is it 
always the best road to enlightenment ; neither is the pro- 
cess of knocking heads together in strenuous ez parte argu- 
ment always the surest way to elicit the spark of truth. Of 
course if the figurative head-knocking becomes literal, as 
not unfrequently happens, then stars may sometimes be [ very soon got 
observed; but the light beheld of these is usually of too In my previous earth life 
figurative and perplexing a character tu steer one’s course I WAS WHAT THEY CALL A “BON VIVANT” 
by! There may, however, be more of genuine “light and |. z = a , $ 
leading ” in a timely flash of wit, more illumination in a indeed, my impression is that I died at table. Now, there 
ray of genial appropriate humour, than in a whole heaven of | 152 solid dignity about the pleasures of the table which I 
serious philosophy. But one cannot expect Mrs. Besant to should be the last to depreciate ; but they are notoriously 
credit this. She insists on seriousness, oii being taken au attended by certain little discomforts, which under ordinary 
sérieus always. You must not smile, So long as you main- circumstances are happily quite transient, Inf my case, 
tain a countenance calm and unruffled, she and tha particular however, the natural course of things was interrupted, and 
scheme of the universe and system of ethics which may have accordingly the earliest feature of my eat baby hood 
been taken to her bosom at the particular moment, are safe, | W33 the once familiar sensation of a terrible head ’ which 
The peculiar aversion of such a person and such scheme and | ™Y kama rupa had thoughtfully kept going for me duriug 
system must therefore be satire. One cannot fancy the | Y Devachanic career. This was bad enough in all con- 
successor of the Great Madame withstanding genial, legiti- | 5010008, but my misery was aggravated by my helplessness, 
mate healthy banter for any length of time. Defame, per- I found myself totally unable to do justice to the situation. 
secute, make a martyr of me, but pray don’t laugh! Mrs. I tried to swear (l wasa distinguished military man in one 
Besant, as all the world knows, is a brilliant and clever of my earlier earth lives, and the propensity has clung to 
woman, but she has been a sufferer from first to last—all her | ™® through several successive Karmas), but it was a dead 
life h—from a lamentable deficiency in her mental failure, and I conld achieve nothing more incisive than a 
composition of the saving grace of humour. If the dear, bubble and squeak. This unlucky incident at once brought 
strenuous creature could only be made to smile—if the | ™Y nurse to my side, and the idiot forthwith tried to 

-celestial powers would only endow her with the capacity for | counteract the antenatal joviality by dosing me with dill. 
genuine, abundant laughter, there would be a speedy end to And this reminds me of another serious discomfort to which 
these pitiful, vague enthusiasms that must sooner or later I have to see The pm of the nursery Gonldding 
exhaust her earthly stock of soul and brain energy, reducing | the cellar) is detestable, = or ghia eee 
her to the condition of what is known in clerical circles as a | CoMtrol over it whatever. I weep and squeal vigorously 
‘returned empty,’ which, being interpreted, meaneth bust whenever I detect auy prospect of being fed, and I am not 
missionary.” without hope that this causes my tormentors some anxiety, 

but its protective value is absolutely nil. About this same 
SRL REA r squealing, too, a precious lot of rubbish has been talked. 
I have been born just ten days, and I must say it is not ; One philosophical wiseacre, I remember, saw in the squalls 
at all the sort of thing that I was led to expect. Of course | of infancy 
I have gone through it before ; in fact, as | am just entering ; . 
sy es sixth. race of the fourth AAAA tolerably old hand A REVELATION OF Hier S EXALTED NATURE, , 
4 being born by this time. But I find myself quite unable declaring that the brat is “permeated with the certitude 
to remember any of my previous babyhoods, and if they that he is entitled to exact from the external world the 
were at all like this one I don’t regret it in the least. Exist- | satisfaction of his needs. Another sage of the same calibre 
fenogin;Devachan i is considered the squall to denote the horror felt by the soul 
ga = at being enslaved by nature. I know what my squalls mean. 
ngo ‘ ‘BXCBEDINOLY ENJOYABLE IN ITS WAY, Temper, Sir; good honest, adult temper, however, suffers 
b er the first few centuries or mo it does get just the | exceedingly in vigour from the degraded mode of expression 
I utly when the aon Karmic | to which it is condemned. Of course I shall soon forget 
b-cy n A don’t | all this nonsense, together with other relics of my past; 
but I wish I felt as certain that I shall not have to learn it 
all again. I am satisfied that my present parents will insist 
on giving me a first-class education: they seem fools enough 
for anything. I should like to explain to my new mamma 
how cordially I hate her and all her works. Her attentions 
to me are overpowering, but I might put up with that if 
they were not so intolerably foolish. I can recollect myself 
| as a man over thirteen stone, with a florid complexion and 
nose, Yet I have to submit to the ludicrous 
addressed as “ My precious!” Sometimes 
Haaat EEGI sound, as if I were a 
and at aao when my attractions altogether 
el intl in a flood of juicy 
tolerable to a misogynist. 
a misapprehensions 
tantl the victim. In my last earth- 
1 ritone, and a day or two ago I tried to 
he we nation of the cradle by practising my 
“The attempt, I must admit, was not a complete 
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success, but any one with a grain of appreciation would have 

the idea. As it was, my fool of a mamma sent off 
for a fool of a doctor, who immediately treated me for croup. 
Hark! a footstep! It is she whom I am reluctantly unable 
to disobey—at present And I am going to be 

EXHIBITED TO A CIRCLE OP GUSHING FRIENDS. 
Happy thought! I will pretend to haveconvulsions. This 
sail econ mamma into an agony, and will probably drive 
away her friends. Here goes !— Pall Mall Gasite. 
—_————_>—————_- 


DEVOTIONAL SPIRITUALISM. 
BEING SHORT SUNDAY EXERCISES FOR SPIRITUALISTS. 


THE TWO WORLDS. 
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rounds us on all sides, that is incessantly in contact with us, 
and that takes part, unknown to us, in everything we do. 

Yet a short time, and the existence of that world, whicd 
is awaiting every one of us, will be as incontestible as is that 
of the microscopic world, and of the infinity of globes in 
space. Is it nothing to have made known that new world ; 
to have initiated us into a realisation, powerful and effica- 
cious, of the life beyond the grave! Is it true that these 
discoveries, if such they can be called, are contrary to certain 
received ideas ; but have not all great scientific discoveries 
modified, and even overthrown, ideas as fully received by the 
world, and has not our pride of opinion had to yield to 
evidence? It will be the same in regard to Spiritualism, 
which ere long will bave taken its place among the other 
branches of the human knowledge, 

Communication with the beings of the invisible world 
enables us to realise something of the nature of the life to 
come; confirms the great lesson, so familiar and so un- 
heeded, that as we sow we shall reap; impresses upon us the 
stupendous fact that condition in the unseen sphere depends 
on the character we have formed in the earth life; and 


the end of the invisible and never-yet-seen individual 1 

If Spiritualism had done nothing more than this, it 
would be entitled to the gratitude of all the friends of mor- 
ality and social order; but it does much more than this; 
proves that just as we leave this world we enter the next; 
shows the inevitable results of evil, consequently enforces 
the necessity of goodness, and makes us realise that to lead 
a life of purity and active beneficence is the one thing 


number of those whom Spiritualism has brought 
back to better sentiments; whose evil tendencies it has 
and arrested, and whom it has turned from wrong 
is already larger than is usually supposed, and is 
considerable every day; because the 
future is nolonger for them a vague imagining, a mere.hope, 
reality of which is felt and understood when 

have left us lamenting or 
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BENEDICTION. 


May the Spirit of all truth inspire us to think and act 
aright. While saving us from the illusions of time, and the 
stains of the world, may it help us to realise those things 
of the present which have an eternal value; to learn that 
the fulfilment of duty in our earthly lot is the trae path to 
heaven, both here and hereafter. Help us, O Spirit, to do 
Thy will ; to do good to one another ; to live pure and noble 
lives, as in Thy sight. Amen. 

TEN e 


MY BRIGHTON EXPERIENCE 


SPIRITUALISM AND CONDITIONAL IMMORTALITY. 
No. IL 

Four weeks’ residence at this queen of watering-places gave 
opportunity for gauging the prevalent religious +feeling 
among the Brightonians Of course dogmatic (Christianity 
is in evidence—churches and chapels abound. Fashionably 
dressed worshippers, as they leave their temple service, 
where they have been “ miserable sinners,” proclaim their 
joyous release from the mournful or hypocritical programme 
they have been acting, by bright smiles, hand shaking, hat 
raising, and a few decided bits of flirtation. They have done 
their conventional religious exercises, and plainly show how 
glad they are to be again in the presence of Mother Nature, 
to breathe the ozone, and bask in the sunlight 

As is my custom on Sunday, I took my “ walks abroad” 
in the afternoon by the beach, and found several groups of 
earnest, if mistaken, zealots ting their i 


attracted gatherings, and were duly reported the 
Ea es borih Speed x dealer” 
proclaimed by one “alive in the flesh,” thus giving self- 
evident proof to others that the oratory and logic he 
employed were the result of something superior to flesh, 
bones, muscles, and brain, and which deluded (#) Spiri- 
tualists, until this dying party coin a more suitable word, 
will continue to call spirit. He icly declared that while 
Spiritualism has no chance of 
none in Brighton.” It is 
and then 
a pro- 
of a series of 
of London, to 
gld tidings— 

ete. 


So much for Daimonism as an explanation of spiritual 
phenomena from a Biblical point of view—believe it who 
can} But Spiritualism is scientific as well as religions—it 
not only has to do with finite spirit mao, but infinite spirit 
God. It commands, and has secured, searching investiga- 
tion from some of the first scientists of the age Ita motto 
is, “ Prove all things; follow that which is good.” Will 
Daimonism meet it on this ground? Can any of its trinity 
of prophets, with the fourth (the sombre man of grave 
Stones) thrown in, care for a repetition of the Elijah test, 
see | Kings xviii, 27-40. If so, I will meet them down on 
the first rang of the “ ladder of learning,” and demand that 
phenomena, whether by fire, water, motion, or sound, pro- 
duced without mechanical or chemical aid, trick, or frand, 
under severest teat conditions, he accepted as proof that such 
things do occur. I know phenomena are admitted by the 
trinity and their Brighton prophet as theoretically true, 
bat with my knowledge of the sincere piety of the man of 
the “grave stone,” who said he had not been to s Spiri- 
tualist séance and “ would not go because the Bible affirmed 
that ‘he that seeketh unto the dead was an abomination 
unto the Lord,” I must insist on their contact with the 
phenomena, aod to disarm their pious caution refer them 
away from an ancient negative to a more modern positive 
command. See | Thessalonians, v., 21. 

Now for the evidence so lustily clamoured for and zo 
little desired by these objectors I will give satisfactory 
evidence to any impartial competent witness that the com 
municstions are not from demons, but that they come from 
the persons who profess to send them, and this evidence 
shall be as conclusive as the contents of any telegram ever 
received. I place no limit to the figurative barrels of water 
they pour on our altar to extinguish concealed fire, and 
accept none from them, but demand liberty of investigation 
in their Daimonistic laboratory, and am waiting first for 
their and second, for satisfactory proof that 
daimons work their telegraph. If our friends who are so 
sure that Spiritualists are deluded, and are in close im 
with demons, could only tell us how it is done, and how 
they know who the performers are, it might be to their 

jary advantage to see both Maskelyne and Baldwin, 
Sree o mepe us of the belief in the 
soul's natural immortality, or stimulate enquiry on this sub- 
jett which would strengthen faith one way or the other. 
Will they do this, or will they continue to write, and print, 
and splutter forth their and malicious mis- 
representations of genuine phenomena they dare not 


In my next b propose to notice further in Mr. 
Grant's book, “Spiritualism Unveiled and shown to be 
Work of Demons.” 


220 THE TWO 


a sense of over-scrupulousness which was of great service to 
bim in after life, Atan carly age bis father contrived, by 
great pinching, to send him to school at Magdeburg. The 
next year he was removed to Eisenach, where many of his 
relations lived. While here, be, as the poor students did, 
obtained money by singing in the streets, and thus lessened 
his parents’ burden, On ohe of these begging expeditions 
he was noticed by one Frau Cotta, who conceived a violent 
liking for him, and finally adopted bim. 

In 1501 be entered the University of Erfurt, then a 
leading educational town. At this time he was destined for 
the Jaw, and thus began to study philosophy (with which 
the course then began). During his stay at Erfurt he 
found, what was to him a great treasure, a Bible. This he 
proceeded to stady with all the power he possessed, reading, 

i ing, and mdering as only a man cau 
do whose soul is in‘his work. -In 1505, from variouw causes, 

he decided to enter a monastery, which he accordingly did. 
While in this spiritual prison-house be tried the moat acute 
tortures he could devise for the purpose of humbling his 
rebellious soul. He obtained absolution for his sins, but yet 

did not consider them pardoned, and would worry, worry, 

which worry, combined with his heavy work, brought him 

to the brink of the grave, from entering which he was only- 
saved by the kindly ministrations of a splendid old monk. 

But still for all his worry, for all his work, he could obtain 

no peace, until one day an old mouk drew his attention to 

the words, “The just ae live by faith,” which motto, 
though poor compared with our knowledge of work's neces- 
sity, was far better than the old Romish doctrine of penance, 


e by 


nd away. 
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law whom it was treason to barbour, On his way home ho 
was captured by a friendly party of knights, and imprisoned 
(for safety) in the castle of Wartburg. But finding his fol- 
lower, Carlstadt, going too far, he returned to the world and 
again took the lead. 

In 1523 he published a German edition of the Bible at 
Wittenburg. 

In 1526 be was so far estranged from the Pope that he 
married a nun, In the same year, at the Diet of Spiers, 
Charles V, issued a proclamation allowing Lutherans to wor 
ship as they pleased, providing only their prince was a 
Lutheran. Butin 1529 this edict was revoked, which led 
to the Reform party drawing up a “ protestation,” from 
which the name Protestant is derived. About the same 
time the “Confession of Augsburg”—the Protestant creed— 
was published. 

Luthor spent the remaining years of his life in peace and 
happiness, and passed on in 1546, leaving behind him a 
widow and children, Luther was the first man who fear- 
lessly and couscientiously opposed the Church to good, 
lasting purpose, and who survived the battle. The following 
lines—by J. T. Clarke—in ‘Hymns of Progress” illustrate 
his life and work :— 

The monarch’s word, the prelate’s pride, 
The Church's curse, the Empire's ban, 
By one poor monk were all defied, 
Who never feared the face of mav. 
Half battles were the words he said, 
Each born of prayer, baptised in tears ; 
And routed by them, backward fled 
The errors of a thousand years, 


(Vo be continued.) 


bente E 
DEATH—THE GATE OF LIFE, 
Br Cuenor Laomer. 


CHAPTER IV.—SPIRIT REUNION. 


“Come,” said the old gentleman, whom I now recognised as 
boing my grandfather, who had brought me up as a youth 
after my own nts had been taken away from me. 
“Come,” said he, “* We must now show you your new home.” 
I could not leave my old home without once more 
throwing myself into the arms of my dear wife, who could 
not fully realise that she was a widow, and then I embraced 
my daughter to try to comfort them in their distress; but, 
strange, they did not appear to see me or to feel my 
presence, or know that I was there by their side alive aud 
apparently well. All their attention was directed to the 
motionless form lying upon the bed, which had been the 
external part of myself, and known among men as the man. 
I tried to speak to my son entreating him not to mourn, 
as I was now better off, free from pain, and thanking him 
and his dear wife for all their kindness and attention to me 
duriog my long and trying affliction, but he heeded me not. 
Again aud again [I tried to impress them that I was still 
alive in their is but without effect, and, secing my 
distress at my fruitless efforts, my new companions drew me 
from my old home, and I soon found myself treading the air 


7 ‘upwards, in a land of exquisite beauty and extreme loveli- 


amidst new scenes and new faces, in a “new world.” 


May ti, 1494. 


years of ubsence they now returned to me. By some means 
which I cannot explain L knew them as my earthly parents, 
and they knew me as their only son, ‘There was an affinity 
between us that explained all, aud satisfied us against any 
doubt, natural affection drew us towards cach other, and we 
were mutually glad at our reunion. My only sister, too, 
who was riven from me at the age of eighteen years, leaving 
me all alone to fight my way through life. How she 
rejoided at my arrival, with what delight did she greet her 
long absent brother. We are now a family, re-united in the 
spirit land, never more to be parted by death. Imagine the 
greeting you would receive by your loved ones on returning 
from a distant conutry when you had been away from them 
for many years. Oh, greater joy than that was mine on 
meeting with my dear ones here who had been “ watching 
and waiting for me” for over sixty years. How strange that 
preachers of the gospel of Jeans, and learned men of all 
shades of religious opinion, are constantly asking, “Shall we 
know each otber in heaven?” If we did not we should be 
greater novices than we were in earth life. Know each 
other? Certainly. T knew my friends almost the first 
moment I gazed upon them. Would a father know a long 
lost son who went away a beardless youth and returns after 
years of hardship a full grown bearded mav, weatherbeaten 
and careworn? Changed certainly, almost past recognition, 
but even as the father looks upon him in his developed con- 
dition, he sees one feature after another becoming more 
clearly defined as that of his own boy—little traits of 
character, long forgotten, now being developed, and the 
father no longer doubts, but sees in the man of years and 
scars the outlines of his own child, long lost to sight, now 
returned to the family circle, and the father rejoices and 
receives him with delight. Shall we be less able to recognise 
our dear ones after the change called death? 


When we hear the music ringiog, in the bright celestial dome, 
When sweet angel voices singing, gladly bid us welcome home 


To the land of ancient story, where the spirits know no care, 


In that land of light and glory, shall we each other there ! 
Yes, my careworn soul rejoices, and my weary heart grows light, 
For the thrilling angel voices, and the faces now so bright, 

That shall welcome us in heaven are the loved of long ago, 

And to them ‘tis kindly given thus their mortal friends to know. 
O, ye weary sud sud tossed ones, droop faint not by the way, 
Ye shall join your loved and lost ones, in land of perfect A 
Harp strings, touched by fin, murmur in my upturn’d ear, 
Evermore their sweet song we know each other there! 
Iu the spirit world zo fair, we shall know each other there, 

Angel hands will clasp our own, 

And we ebs!l be known as we are known, 

We shall kaow each other there. 


INTERESTING INCIDENTS OF 
WORKERS. 
Br W. H Ropixsox. 
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Singular as it may appear, men of science m general have 
little knowledge of human nature, mwl having discovered that 
they ean go through mental processes to which the maw of their 
fellows ure strangers, they jump to the conelasion that they and 
they alone should hold the sceptre in the domain of thought, 
even thongh that domain he the very reverse of the one over 
which they have been accustomed to reign. ‘To a superficial 
observer it will appear quite natural that the man who 
possessed moit knowledge of the extemal js the person who 
ought te know most in regard to ths spiritual or Internal 
mmverse, and that he who knows most abont the human body 
should, therefore, know most ahout the human sonl, As 
there are few whe are inclined or in a position to dispute the 
truth of such an assumption, the know-alla, the scientific 
Dogherrys and Bottoms, the weavers of the age, lord it over 
their fellows with a high hand. We are all the victims of 
hallucination whe cannot submit to their dictum without a 
murmur, For our present civilimation the world 


in nn- 
doubtedly indehte) to science 


; hut for the crowning glory of 
that civilixation, for our highest forms of thought, and for 
those achievements which more than all che beside co to 
prove man’s kinship te that Being in whose image he was made, 
science has little todo, Science will enable na to work ont 
sneh problenis an ure solved m the creation of our ateam- 
engines, our canali, our docks, our railways, but the infinitely 
highest part of all these—trne conception—scicuce cannot 
give, amd if 40, how much more helpless is it in itself to give 
ns a Parthenon, a Phidian Jupiter, a St. Peter's Cathedral. a 
Madonna and Child, a King Lear, a Fanst, and all those 
sublime moral traths which from time to time have been 
imparted hy mspired lips to mankind, and have heen forward 
ing the great work of mental development from generation to 
generation, for hundreds and thousands of years before the 
results of the so-called scientific age were imagined. The 
world is apt to forget these thinwe. 
| have spoken of the terms clairvoyance, crystal-seeing, 
and mind reading, and | may here add that Mr. Harrison and 
other members of the British Association of Spiritualists as 
well as Serjeant Cox and other members of the Psychological 
Society would aserihe the revelations made in the foregoing 
dialozue to some faculty signified by the Inst-named term ; but 
if they mean by the term “ mind-reading” aught else than is 
signiped by the seer-gift, the power to ec spiritual 
phenomena, they would be at fault m such a conclusion. It 
would be well if those learned men would try to give us a 
definition of what they mean by “ mind-reading “ apart from 
“clairvoyance.” The vulgar notion of the terro is, that it ia 
the reading whut is in the mind—the telling a person what 
he is thinking about, by a close mspection of the various 
kinds of expression that for the time being are observed to 
fit over the face. To auch a gift [must own that [ have 
very little pretension, and the data from which the forezoing 
deductions were drawn, consisted of u series of pictures 
illustrative of old Ralph's life. Josera Sxipszy. 
At spirit circles mesmeric and spiritual ma are 
more or less blended, and the ditticulty is to separate the 
two. If a seer reveala incidents in the present or past and 
forgotten thoughts of some person present, and tells nothing 
outside such rigid boundary, it is a fair inference that by some 
kind of mesmeric brain sympathy, the memory of one individual 


takes objective form to the consciousness of another. When 
true revelations are mado which never have been known until 


that moment by anybody present, then the presumption is 
stronger of the intervention of spirita. 


; ž = which soar covet the 
ground o the facta. o explanation it i 
int for all the phenomena of Spiritualism, therefore 

ve the existence of, and possible i 


in this isane will be found a report of the 
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A SHOT AT A CANON. 


Nuxr week we shall review a pamphlet, entitled * Spiri- 
tunlism tested by Scripture,” by the Rev. Canon A, R. 
| “nusset, M.A, 
— 
THE: CONFLICT OF THE HOUR. 
A 
Mey talk of the “Christian Religion,” “the conflict betweon 
Religion and Science,” when in reality, there is not, and can- 
not be, any such conflict. Religion is a fact—a fact in 
human nature; has to do with motives; consists of thoughts, 
feelings, and intuitions; is natural. The natural expression 
of the spiritual nature of man is of the heart: consists in 
love of truth, justice, aaae, beauty, love, wisdom, and 
peace. Science is simply systematised knowledge ; is itself 
religious, in that it is the attempt of the mind to know the 
i truth, and cannot, therefore, be in conflict with that which 
it is ita function to recognise and explain, The conflict is 
between truth and falsehood ; between facts and systems of 
belief, miscalled faith; between Science and Theology. 
Theology simply talks about religion, tries to cultivate, 
direct, and control the religione sentiment in man, but is 
never religión. Therefore those who combat popular theo- 
logical doctrines, and expose the errors of he i religious 
teachers, are doing great service to the cause of truth and 
religion, and cannot, by any possibility, injure religion. 

If immortality is the gift of God to whomsoever he wills, 
or to whoover “ believes ;” if the orthodox ideas of innate 
depravity and “getting religion” are true, then Spiritualists 
are certainly destroying religion, and taking away the bope 
and chance of immortality of thousands. But if religion is 

rowth and mat} iori of human nature, and 
not a foreign growth; if man is naturally immortal, by 
virtue of his humanity and spiritual nature and possibilities, 
then no one is robbed of their immortality, neither can 
religion be demolished. Colonel Ingersoll truly says: “It 
‘is n fact, or it is not; | cannot make or destroy it.” “The 
idoa of immortality, like the great sea, has ebbed and flowed 
in the human heart, beating with its countless waves against 
the rocks and sands of fate and time, It was not born of the 
Bible, it was born of the human heart, and it will continue 
to ebb and flow beneath the mists and clouds of doubt and 
darkness as long as love kisses the lips of death.” 

Spiritualist: can joyfully say, “Z do know, and all 


Ji 


nt) 
is 


e- | croft’ 


the materialistic ton- 


pedii the tru "i The. 
an: kiiy point of literary honour that due regard should be paid 
man 


vitality, ote, being the result of organism, the reverse is 
true, and organisation, mind, sensation, and all tho atten- 
dant phenomena, result from the vital force, For ns soon as 
this soul or vital force leaves the body, 

Before deoay's effacing Augers 

Have swept the lines where beauty lingers, 
at the instant of death, before the chemical forces of Nature 
have commenced the process of decomposition, there is no 
mind or sensation present in that body. If vitality, mini, 
atò, were depondent upon physical organisation, then any 
process that would preserve the organisation would also 
preserve the mind, which is certainly not the case.” 

This is exactly the conclusion which Spiritualists have 
arrived at as a result of their experiences, and the facts of 
spirit presence and power corroborate the conclusions of 
scientific men. 

Spiritualism and priestly dogmatism, whether on the 
part of theologians, or would-be scientific popes, must 
grapple in a death struggle, and it is just as well we should 
recognise the fact and prepare for the conflict. The “ proof 
palpable ” of the continuity of personal life after death, which 
the phenomena gives to the scientific student, who patiently 
investigates, is the only evidence forthcoming, and the only 
weapon with which to fight scepticism and overthrow 
Atheism. On that rock we stand, the unshakeablo rock of 


fact. 
—— — e 


THE ETHICS OF QUOTATION, 


REY, T, ASHCROFT’S OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM 
EXAMINED, 


That we should be scrupulously fair towards those whom wo 
oppose or attack seems to me a more essential note of vital Christianity 
an attachment to any particular form of doctrine.—Rev. FP. A. 
Lawrence, of Square Chapel, Halifax, in his reply to Mr, Crossley, in 
the “ Halifax Guardian," 
We decline to admit that justice belongs to any “anity” or 
“ism.” Justice is no more an essential note of Christianity 
than it is of Buddhism, It is the universal moral law, bind- 
ing upon all men, of whatever creed or colour, No man 
has any right to do other than right. But since Christians 
claim fairness as a Christian virtue, are we to conclude that 
those who are unfair are not Christians? a 
On the’ fitst page of his pamphlet, “ Spiritualism—and 
Why I Object to it,” Rey. T. Ashcroft states: “Whilst trying 
to faithfully present Spiritualistic teaching and practice, all 
personal feeling is disclaimed. These, too, are presented as 
given in Spiritualist publications.” After this assurance one 
naturally expects an impartial and trustworthy presentation 
of the “teaching and practice,” and the subsequent pages 
r eagerly turned to for fulfilment of the fair promise, 
wever, careful perusal and analysis by those who know 
what Spiritualist teachings and practices are, soon reveals 
that the promina is of the nature of the proverbial pie-orust, 
made to be broken, and badly broken, too. 
When quoting from another it is customary, and 


especially so when controversial matter is involved, to give 


the name and pogo of the work quoted, and it is an elemen- 
spirit and purport of the context, that the writer 


o 

19 done by," and every one likes to bo honestly dealt witb. 
It will bat credited that on tho first page of Mr, Ash- 
a quotation is made in reference to the 

Fox family, without the name or page of 
‘author being mentioned. This, however, is 
ie kind; there aro in these twenty- 
passages, said to be citations 


This is “doing as one would 
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Among the various alleged quotations contained in this 
brochure which are said to “faithfully present Spiritualistic 
teachings and practices as given in Spiritualist publications,” 
are passages from Hepworth Dixon’s “New America,” the 
Morning News, Iron, Tha Echo, the London Advertiser, and 
The Rainbow, None of these, so far as we are yet aware, aro 
Spiritualist publications, We have not yet attuined the 
position of being able to publish daily morning or evening 
papers. True, the London Advertiser is a spirituous organ 
(the licensed yictuallers’ paper), but that is a form of 
“ spirit "—Mr. Ashcroft to the contrary—with which Spiri- 
tualism has no dealing. 

If one haye no scruples, aud takes words from their con- 
text, a writer may be made to say the very opposite of what 
he actually means, Even the Bible may be tortured thus, 
and made to say “There is no God” by dropping the pre- 
ceding words, One would anticipate that a professed 
Christian would be “scrupulously careful” to quote the 
Scriptures accurately, but Mr, Ashcroft, on page 15, renders 
Isaiah viii, 19, 20, thus :— 

When they shall say unto you, seek unto them that have familiar 


spirits, and unto wizards that peep and mutter, should nota people 
seek unto their God? Shall the living seck to the dead? etc, 


We have searched the Scriptures, Authorised and 
Revised, but cannot find the passage rendered as above. 
The words “that” and “for” have been omitted, and the 
words ‘‘shall” and “seek” inserted, apparently with a view 
to make the text apply more clearly to Spiritualists. Surely 
the fate threatened against those who “add to or take from” 
had been discounted or overlooked when this text was 
quoted. Ifa Christian cannot quote the Bible accurately 
he can hardly be expected to be more particular when deal 
ing with Spiritualists. = 

“We object to Spiritualism. Firstly, because it is a pre- 
tentious and bombastic system” (page 5). Could anything be 
more pretentious than the effort to discredit Spiritualism and 
Spiritualists by such methods as have been employed by this 
pamphleteer? His authorities for a number of statements 
are: “One medium, speaking of the spirit which came to 
him, says,” etc,; “Well might an American professional 
medium urge”; “A Spiritualist writes” ; “According to a 
Spiritualist organ” ; “Hence we read”; “ These, spirits are 
said to write”; ‘One writer”; ‘Another writer”; “A 
spirit apone t h a certain medium”; “A leading 
Spiritualist,” etc, It is upon anonymous assertions such as 
these that readers are asked to avoid or discard Spiritualism, 
because of its supposed dangers and immoralities. But ts it 
moral to use such methods to discredit any cause? 

A joke is well enough in its way, and Spiritualism lends 
itself very easily to ridicule, but that a journalistic “ skit” 
should be seriously quoted by Mr, Ashcroft to bring 
Spiritualists into contempt is surely an evidence of careless- 
ness or spite. 

On pago 10 wo get the following quotation, professedly 
to faithfully mt Spiritualist practices, “as given in 
Spiritualist publications ” (1) 


fotually. uoted as a reason for 
Y pear “oredulity of the in- 


1 fey grill anpogad, 
| the | the “si 


Kind friend of “light and l 
avioun, you who aro “ 
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accepted by advanced thinkers and liberal Christians, and 
they will be still more widely admitted without waiting 
for Mr. Ashcroft’s sanction or approval. 

Replying to the representative of the Blackpool Times, 
February 7, Mr. Ashcroft is reported to have said: “ J deny 
that departed spirits ever come back to earth again” [how does 
he know 4}, yet on page 16 of his pamphlet he says “and 
evon when devils—which ate demons—spirits of departed 
men [italics ours|—would speak in a good cause, Christ 
stopped them,” and he quotes Ogilvie’s definition of sorcery 
as * Witchcraft, a divination by the assistance of evil spirits,” 
and on page 17 he says, “Spiritualists acknowledge they 
consult these spirits, which consultation is thus forbidden 
and condemned of God.” Now, consultation would not be 
forbidden if spirits never come back to earth. Spiritualism 
cannot be true and not true at the same time. Either 
spirits return or they do not, Spiritualists consult them or 
they do not. If consultation is practised our critic is wrong 
in his denial of the return. If no spirit has “ever come 
back” then Christ did not stop a spirit from speaking, 
neither did God forbid a communion which has never occurred, 
As to the spirits being evil—demons—that is a matter for 
investigation and proof, and cannot be settled by Mr. 
Ashcroft’s bare ipse dixit, 

On page 14 we get this: “But, even if we admit that 
certain phenomena of what some would term a Spiritualistic 
kind appear in the Bible, we must remember that God had 
thereby a purpose to serve, which purpose when gained, 
excludes the necessity of a repetition of the phenomena.” 
Mr, Ashcroft’s confidence is amusing, he knows all about 
it and settles the matter out of hand. 

After referring to the proofs afforded by Christ and the 
apostles he continues: ‘These proofs were accepted and 
acknowledged by thousands of converts as sufficient. These 
proofs, sufficient then, are so even now.” This, in face of 
the ever-increasing army of rational thinkers who have 
abandoned the “ miracles,” and whose scepticism increases 
as knowledge of nature spreads. That immortality was not 
suffictently proved 1800 years ago is demonstrated by the 
widespread materialism of to.day—which proves the need 
for Spiritualism. 

In 1894 Mr, Ashoroft denies that “departed spirits ever 
come back to earth,” but iu this lecture he says, page 14, “If 
Samuel did appear, God sent him for a divine purpose, even 
as he sent Moses and Elias to Christ.” Which statement is 
false? If no spirit ever returned, how could Samuel, Moses, 
or Elias haye come back? If Samuel, Moses, and Elias 
appeared for a divine purpose, the road open to them may 
surely be open to our loving friends for the same divine 
purpose, to warn against sin and to comfort the bereaved ? 
Who made Rev. T. Ashcroft judge, and empowered him to 
decide that none but evil spirits return, or that no spirit 
ever returned ? 

Mr. Ashcroft not only seems strangely familiar with the 
pur of God and able to declare with confidence what 
God intends, forbids, and condemns, but he is apparently 
equally au fait with the dodges and tricks of his Satanic 
majesty. ‘‘It is a device of the devil to tell some little truth, 
that he may mislead with a great untruth, He can put a 
small coat of sugar on the poisonous pill of a big lie to make 
it go down better,” yet on the same page (18) he quotes 
“ God shall send them a strong delusion, that they should 
believe a lie,” so that, apparently, God and the devil are 
lougued together to sugar coat the pillof the poisonous 
delusion that spirits return to comfort us, and thus make 
the “big lie” go down better. But we need have no fear that 

i eed, Does not the Rev. Thos. Ashoroft step 
breach to save the people from belng misled by 

delusion” and the. “poisonous pill”? Brave, 
We should never have dreamt that such 
perplexed. Can 


ing,” and would-be 
) ur days” for the sake 

ng poor d aded S iritualists from the 
you tell us God will send upon us to 
“all be damned”; we will not question 
“Satan can transform himself into an 
first 
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bas grown from a puny infant into a strong and healthy 
youth, in spite of all your efforts to stop its development, 
may it not be that yow are deluded ! 

If this counsel or this work bo of men, it will come to naught; but 
if it be of God, yo canuol overthrow it, lest haply ye be found even te 
fight against God, (Acts v,, 38-39.) 

It is our firm conviction that you are fighting against 
God, the hely angels, aud the Spirit people. You aro 
fighting a losing batte. The unthiuking may applaud you, 
crowd into halls aud laugh at your personalities nnd gossip, 
but the deeper privciples of love of right, of justice, and of 
immortality and angel guidance remain unshaken. 

CN No 
LAST WEER’S “TWO WORLDS” STILL ON SALE. 


We have a few hundred copies of The Two Worlds, containing 
the article Re Spiritualism and Free Love, and Mr, Ashcroft’s 
Apology to Mrs. Martin, which we shall be glad to dispose of. 
They are good missiovary papers, refuting as they do the most 
popular and the most ill-founded objections put forward by 
opponents. We will supply 100 for 6/-; 50 for 3/-; 37 for 
2/6; 25 for 1/9; 12 for 1/-; carriage free in all cases. 
SEVERAL FRIENDS SUGGEST a small fund should be raised 
to use all the unsold copies, aud secure their free distribution 
wherever the lantern lecturer goes. Others suggest that the 
article should be printed as a leaflet, and freely distributed. 
Who will help to meet the cost ? 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Editor is not responsible for the opinions of correapondents, Short 
letiers will have the preference. Personalities must be avvided.] 


The 


LYCEUM DEMONSTRATION AT COLNE. 


Drar Sm, —Whit-Monday is now within a very short time, aud our 
m scholars are looking forward with hope of enjoyment. Other 
a few local Lyceums, including Burnley, Nelson, and Barnolds- 
met with us to form a demonstration, starting from the Cloth 
incipal streets and back 


I bave great pleasure, on 
in giving a hearty invitation to all who 


Jous A. Bray. 
EAD FOR THE FEDERATION. 
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_ good deal about the subject, but the 
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if it was generally expected that such a thing would be done no un- 
toward feelings would arigo, But it may sometimes be difficult for a 
medium to decide on a chairman, especially 1f a stranger to a society, 
and he would have to try several before deciding as to the most accept- 
able. There are some persons who act as chairmen whose magnetisma 
are so adaptable, and who manage the meetings so well, that they pleare 
most mediums and audiences. Uf we could meet with many more such 
happy souls—and surely thero must be many more—the difficulty 
woot be solved,—I am, cordially, W. J. LREDER, 
70, Robin Hood’s Chase, Nottingham. 


LONDON NEWS AND NOTES. 


Loxpon. [No place named.]—Sunday last Mr. Bradley discoursed 


on “Follies of Spiritualism.” Thursday next Mrs. Bliss. Sunday 
next, Mr. Dales. 
Campsrwatn New Roan. Surrey Masovie Hall,—Mr. W. E. 


Long reviewed a pamphlet, now selling in London, entitled, “ The Sin 
of Witeheraft,” which claims that the phenomena of Spiritualism are 
real, but produced by Satan personating the departed, a statement 
which rests upon Bible quotations alone, This appears to be the last 
line of defence, the refuge of those who fail to understand, but never 
fail to condemn, Mr. Long showed that the study of the Spiritual 
gifts of humanity wonld soon disprove such flimsy pretensions, aud 
illuminate the mysteries of the past, and while explaining the latent 
powers of the human soul, bring light and immortality to life through 
the Gospel which is now being proclaimed by the spirit manifestativns 
in our midet, Great interest was manifested by a somewhat smaller 
audience than usual: Members are reminded of the General Assembly, 
on Sunday eveuing nest. The annual summer outing of the Mission 
will be keld on Monday, 2nd July. Full particulars shortly, 

Kixe’s Cross.—Last Sunday morning, on Clerkenwell Green, Mr. 
Rodgers aud Mr. Emms spoke to a moderately large audience in an able 
and intellectual manner, Mr. Rodgers answered several questions and 
detailed a few of his experience. A large quantity of literature, con- 
sisting of back numbers of the papers and leatlets, was quickly 
distributed by Mr. Downing, the recipients showing appreciation and 
desire to know more. May much good result. Next Sunday being 
Whit-Sunday there will be no meetimg on the Green, but on the 
following Sundays at the same time. It is hoped ail earnest and self- 
sacrificing friends will turn up—T. E. A.. 

Lowse Epuontox.—W,. Wallace read as a lesson: “ We may con- 
gratulate ourselves on the freedom we now enjoy when we think that 
if our forefathers had met, as we do now, for spirit intercourse, they 
would have been roasted alive. History tells us that a Charles Lamb 
was tora limb from limb by an insensate mob down Cheapside because 
he dared to deal with spirits, and was called a wizard. He was evidently 
a materialising medium. Dr, Dee and his medium, W. Kelly, escaped, 
bat then the doctor was an agent of Queen Elizabeth. William Lilly . 
narrowly escaped, although he was iv frequent danger. These men 
were astrologers and crystal seers. In the life of Lilly, written by 
himself, from 1602 to 1681, he says the crystal isto be more depended 
upen than the stars, and names a dozen d seers among his acquaint- 
ances He says Sarah Skelhorn had the best sight he ever knew. ‘She 
often told me the angels would follow her about in every room in the 
beuse until she was weary of them.’ This lady wasevidently a medium 
for ninterialigation. Cromwell was a friend of Lilly's. We will pass on 
tu 1760, to the Cock Lane ghost in Smithfield. A spirit by rappings 
accused her brother-in-law of causing her death by arsenic. This man 
brought an action for conspiracy against five persons for repeating what 
the spirit said. One or two of them got off by payiog £300, one got 
two years’ imprisonment, another cne year, and one man wa? set in the 

i three times in one mouth and imprisoned two years. (See page 
429 of Zhe Two Worlds, by Thomas Brevior.) Emanuel Swedenborg 
came to London, and hid himself in Clerkenwell. Edward Irving had 
to leave his church. Joanna Sonthcott founded a sect, and fured a 
little better than many had dune ; she died in 1814, leaving many good 
mediums bebind her among her followers—clairvoyants, clairaudients, 
writing and drawing, healing, etc. So we see our forefathers knew a 
i great danger in having anything 
to do with it deterred many from making the attempt. The old books 
on magic give pictures of spirits who will move tables and make raps, 
and those that will cause the return of stolen . Mrs. Marshall, 
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to form circles, and succeeded, 


Darlivgton, I commenced my practice that year, and have so continued 
ever since. He and I became very friendly, and he gave me many facts 
of hiv experionces, with permission to use them as I please, | may 
perhaps publish some of them some day, In one of his letters to me 

e says ‘the immortal world has been open to me for 30 years, but, 
strange to aay, no one ever asked me how the spirits produce the various 
manifestations,” I have followed up the subject for 40 years, and must 
ay such a question was never asked of mo.” The above readiug waa 
followed by a tranco addrese. 

Maryirsonr, 86, High Street, W.—" The Future of Spiritualism,” 
the Jast of Miss Rowan Vincent's present series of addresses, was 
delivered in ber customary, clear, and lucid manner. ‘To ensure 
auccess in the promulgation of Spiritualism in the future, more unity, 
energy, activity, and enthusiasm are needed, with greater care in the 
collection and verifying of phenomena, the need of a federation 
of all Spiritualists throughout the country, which, if properly 
orgunised, would eventually become international, and the great 
need of placing upon our platforms only those who by their utterance 
could uplift the cause, and clearly demonstrate and elucidate 
the facts and principles of Spintualism. After Mias Vincent had most 


He then retired to his native place, 


dinning, chairman, gave some very interesting experiences of his own 
in connection with clairvoyauce and direct-writing. Much appreciated. 
On behalf of those who bave heard this series of lectures from Miss 
Rowan Vincent, we beg to thank her most heartily for helping our 
cause by the delivering of such able, practical, and instructive dis- 
courses as it has been our privilege to hear the last four Sundayr. 
Next Sunday, May 13, Miss McCreadie will give psychometry and clair- 
voyance at 7 p.m. Mr. Andrew Glendinning has kindly consented to 
preside.—L. H, R. 

Occur Sociery,—Our meeting last Sunday for reorganisation 
was a grand success. Cavendish Rooms was crowded, My address, 
“Twenty Years Study of Occultism,” was listened to. attentively, and 
the discussion which followed was interesting. Our chairman, Mr. 
Read, concluded with some telling remarks, fiis Langridge gave us 
an excellent paper on “Palmistry,” and Miss Jessie Dixon sang 
charmingly. My guide wishes to give a series of discourses on “ Esoteric 
Religion” if any one will lend their drawing-rooma, My trance 
condition is too serious for me to riska public hall All wishing to 
join or for information address, Secretary, 15, Lanark Villas, Maida 
Vale.—A. F. Tindall, A.T.C.L., president, : 

Pappincton. 227, Shirland Road,—Mrs, Treadwell’s guides gave 
a most interesting address on “ Is man any the lessa Christian through 
becoming a Spiritualist !” and gave examples, showing how the love 
principles in all men were developed by studying the truths of 
Spiritualism. Later on the medium was controlled by the spirit of a 
lady who had only passed out of the body twelve days before. This 
manifestation was somewhat remarkable, as her entry into the new 
life was shown to Mr, West-elairvoyautly during the séance on Sunday, 
April 22, which was some hours before the actual occurrence, The 
any mranialen as penie stranger to all, except the sitter to» whom she 
spoke. —T.O,W. ‘ y 
a Peckuam. High Street, —Chepstow Hall will be opened on 
Sunday, the 13th inst., for spiritual service. A number of well-known 
speakers and mediums of South London having hired the hall for the 
season hope to lay the foundation of a strong society for this district, 
where it is much needed. Messrs. J. T. Audy aud J. A. Butcher will 
act as presidents, with Mr. W. H. Edwards as secretary. The mem- 
bers of committee will be decided at an early date, and the full 
list published. In addition, Mr. Edwards, the appointed healer of 
the original South London Spiritualist Society, will attend on Tuesday 
and Thursday at 8-30 p.m. on alternate weeks for the purpose of 
placing within the reach of those who are unable to afford it, free 
magnetic healing. A choir isin the course of formation, and there is 
reason to hope for a successful future. To the many Spiritualists 
in South London who do not belong to any society a cordial iu- 
vitation is issued, The presidents will be supported on Sunday by 
other speakers.—\W. H. Edwarde, 

TRATFORD,—Hall was well filled to hear Mr. J. Veitch, who, 

h far from well, came true to The effective readi 
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| other mediums took an interesting part in a pleasant evening. 
ably answered « few questions from the audience, Mr, Andrew Glen- 
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Sunday Schools of the Past and their Effect on the World To-day, 


and The Lyceum of To-day ond its Effects upon the World in the 
Future,” which gave great satisfaction. Recitation by Mias M. Fitton, 
“The Leap in the Dyke”; reading by Mr. Longatatf, “What ix a 
Lyceum!” with two Group lessons ; recitation by Miss Florrie Long- 
staff, “An Appeal.” The Lyceum children sang at intervals hymos 
from the Manual, to the delight of all. Mr. Braham presided at the 
organ with good taste. Demonstration trip to Roytou on Whit-Saturday, 
Train leaves Victoria Station (No. 4 Platform) at 9-35 am., and returns 
from Royton at 7-10 pm. Tickets—Adults, 1s. ; children under 12 
years of age, 6d.—can be had from the officer of Lyceum, Mr. E. W. 
Wallis next Sunday. (See “ Prospectives,”)—G. L. 

Couiyininse.— Mrs, Dickson, of Burnley, having kindly filled a 
vacant dat», gave fair addresses on “ Death,” and “Spiritualism in the 
Light of the Bible,’ followed by psychometry. Mrs, Dixon confines 
her delineations solely to cases of sickness, and the exactness and 
readiness with which her guides describe the various ailments borders 
on the marvellous, Public circle, Thursday, 3-0 p.m., Mr. Williams. 

Hurme, Junction.—May 3, public circle, conducted by W, Lamb ; 
invocation by Miss Smith. Mrs. Cassell, Mr, Connelly, and several 

6th 
at 6-30, public circle. Invocation by Mr. Ellison. A genial intlience 
prevailed, and good work was done by many mediums, A large 
attendance, 7th, Madame Henry's clairvoyance and paychometry was 
very successful. . Miss Goodall, organist. Lyceum, 10-30. Fair 
attendance. Recitations by L. McLellan, E. Bradbury, K. Furniss, 
and L. Morgan. Marching and calisthenics very good. Miss D. Fur- 
niss, organist.—J. F., sec, 

OrensHaw. Granville Hall.— Morning circle. 
Howard, whose guides gave a grand address, 
paychometry. Ciosed by Mr. W. E. Leaver. A very good test was 
given by-Mr. J. Reed. Evening, pleased to listen to the guides of Mr. 
W. E. Leaver, of Accrington. A splendid address on “Speak gently ; 
it is better far to rule by love than fear,” was listened to with rapt 
attention. Excellent psychometry on ailments and what to cure. We 
hope to hear him again soon, Large after-circie. A good test by Miss 
A. Lee, who was also controlled by a spirit for answering questions, as 
there was a person who rather doubted the truth as to spint return.— 
J. H. L., cor. sec. Lyceum, only fair attendance ; officers nearly all 
absent. We were very thankful for the kind assistance of Mr. Edwards 
and friends from Stockport. Invocation by Mr. Richardson. Recita- 
tions by Jane Mayho, Emily Lewis, and Lily Page. Closed by Mr. 
Leaver. Annual trip on Whit-Thureday, to Mottram, starting from 
Gorton Station at 10-12 a.m., returning from Mottram at 7-43 p.m. 
All particulars may be had at the hall next Sunday.—J. R, 

Orensnaw. South Street,—A very profitable evening; many 
strangers. Mr, Weaver and Mr. Duffy opened, Mr, Weaver, ou “The 
Rock of Spiritualism,” was listened to with interest. Clairvoyance by 
Mr. Crompton, Mr. Duffy, Mrs. Hamond and a friend, and Mr. Stevens; 
some recognised. Guod psychometry by Mr. Crompton, Mra, Hamond 
and a friend. Psychometry for healing by Mr. Weaver. Tests by Mr. 
Duffy and Mr. Grompton.—W. B., cor. sec. 

Penxpieron.—Mre. Best, afternoon and evening, gavo 25 clairvoyamt 
descriptions, out of which 25 were recognised ; alko some very good 
clairvoyant tests were given.—J. Moulding, 

Satyond.—Mr. Hesketh’s guides discoursed on subjects from the 
audience in a very able manner to a fair assembly. Public circle after- 
wards ; large attendance, Conductor for public circle, Wednesday, 
May 16, at 8, Madame Henry.—A. B., sec. 

VENDLETON,—Lyceum. Whit-Thureday: Trip to Wardley, near 
Worsley, by lurries, Friends 6d. ; lyceumists over twelve, 4d. ; under 
twelve, 2d. Friends to provide their own meals, A party will probably 
be made up to visit Wardley Hall. Lurriesat 945 am, Whit-Friday: 
A plain tea in the hall, and games, etc., afterwards Friends 4d. ; 
lyceumists over twelve, 2d.; under twelve 1d. Whit-Saturday, Trip 
to Royton, in buses, for the East Lancashire Lyceum Demonstration. 
Friends’ tickets, for buses only, 2s, from the treasurer. Lyceumists’ 
ticket, over twelve, 1s, (for buses only), under twelve, 9d, (includes 
everything) from the secretary. No tickets can be sold after May 6.— 
B, C. W., sec. 


Invocation by Mrs. 
Two casea of good 
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Accrincron. 26, China Street —Nice, intelligent audiences bad a 
rich treat with the inspirers of Mr. Macdonald, on“ What is religion!" 
At night his guides answered questions in a masterly manner. Clair- 
voyance good.—T. C 
_ ÅCUBINGTON, 


meetings with Mrs. Yeeles, of North 
lescripti Il raean. iir, Weet. 
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remarked ; unless you are in a position to investigate truth for ita own 


BakNoLpswick,—Mrs, Britten, of Nolson, conducted a very 
pleasant and instructive circle, and in the evening gave a very homely 
address on “ Love,” followed by excellent paychometrical delineations, 

BinsinaHam, Masonio Hall, Now Street,—Mrs, Groom lectured 
both morning and evening to yory interested audiences, and most 
oficiently sustained the position of Spiritualism by the force of her 
address, and the demonstration of spirit oxistonce by hor clairvoyance. 
Mrs. Groom has a large following aud is much appreciated, There is an 
active aud wide-spread onquiry into Spiritualism just now, and all the 
various sections of the Union, éc. the course of Information Lectures, 
enqguireré, séances, developing and healing circles, are well filled with 
earnest truth-seckers, aud tho enorgies of the executive are taxed to 

supply the increasing demanda of the public. 

AARONA, Oozella Stroet.—Miss L Carpenter's controla kindly 
gave a most impressive address on “ Bo ye spiritually minded," Many 
expressions of approval were afterwards given by friends interested, all 
agreeing that it was good to be there,—A. K., hon, sve, 

Birwinauam, Smethwick. 43, Hume Street,—April 22: Pleased 
to once more listen to Mra, Walker, of Northampton, Monday: Ata 
séance for members and friends, six spirits manifested themselves 
through Mrs, Walker, to the satisfaction of their friends, 29; Mr. 
Melton gaye an interesting address on “Spiritualism Ancient and 
Modorn—his experiences.” May 6: Mr. Praden’s controls spoke upon 
“What is a Spiritualist? and the reward reaped from being a 
Spiritualist." All much appreciated,—A pollo. 3 

Brackroor, Alpine Hall.—6: A splendid day with the guides of 
our local medium, Afternoon, “Life and what do we know of it?” 
Evening, Questions from the audience were answered to the satisfaction 
of all, Last Sunday at our meeting a young woman was con- 
trolled by a spirit who came in great trouble, it was recognised as a 
lady who had passed on in Halifax the week before. Madame Henry 
mid she saw a pair of handcuffs, To-day a person came to our rooms 
and told us they had received a letter to say the son-in-law of the 
controlling spirit was in prison.—S. Milner. 

Brackroot. Liberal Club, Church Street, — April 29: Mrs. 
Jowett gave two very fair addresses, followed by clairvoyance and 
eter! S May 6: Mrs, Johnston gave good addresses and clair- 
voyance. subject, ‘'I will laugh ab your calamity, and mock 
when your fear cometh.” Very good. Our Sunday morning circle is 
now open to the public, and is progressing very favourably. Average 
attendance over forty. All visitors to Blackpool cordially invited. 
Circle 10-30. 

Braprorp, 448, Manchester Road.—We had Mrs, Levitt for the 
first time. Subject, “ How I became a Spiritualist,” and “Nearer, my 
God, to Thee,” Both treated to the satisfaction of good audiences. 
Excellent clairvoyance, all ised.—J. A. 

Brioxovse.—Afternoon ; We were disappointed through Mr. A. 
Sterk, of Bradford, Misa Patefield’s substitute, not turning up. We 
held a circle, which was very satisfactory, All societies, please notice 
this, Evening, our friend Mr. Sidebottom’s inspirers spoke from 
“ Modern Spiritualism and the so-called Modern Christianity.’’ Pay- 
chometry very good.—C. 8. B. Lycoum: Opon scasion, Good attan- 

dat ductor) Mr, J. Shillitoe, Dialogue by Miss L. Crowther 
and L. Smiler. Recitationa, Miss E. and Miss Sidebottom, 
Also an address by Mr. [veson,—C. G. 

Bury.—April 25, Mra, Horrocks gave good tests ia clairvoyance, 
29, Mr. J. Gibson, of Pendleton, gave able discourses and tests in clair- 
voyance and paychometry. May 2, Miss Cotterill, of Manchester, con- 
ducted our service, when a few tests were given, Sunday evening, Mrs. 
Brooks, of Oldham, gaye very nice discourses and teats in clair- 
voyance, On Suuday next Mr. J. Postlethwaite. This is his first visit, 
and we hope to have a good time. 13, we shall open our Lyceum, and 


shall be o -to any of the nei pouring Lyceums for instruction in 
to pens Meaty let us know ł}— 


Lyceum wi Will one wi 
Cor, sec., W. Hilton, 129, Rochdale ury. 
Buantey, Hammerton Streat,—Speaker, Mr. J. B. Tetlow. Sub- 
“ Life. n 


Evening, 
lecture. 


sake you cannot investigate Spiritualiam without prejudice,—L, M, B, 

PreoRonD WES: Bethel Lodge, off Union Road.—May lab and 
5th we had very successful eveninga and full houses,—G. Hunter, soo, 

Hreywoop. William Street.—Our friend Miss Jonos delivered n 
good address, followed by good psychometry, to fair nudionces,—J, 1°, 

Hironu Surecos. 1, Bildon Street.—May 2: Mr. Sime gave invou. 
tion, Mra, Davison gave a grand display of hor wonderful clairvoyance, 
Tho descriptions of spirit friends were very accurate ; their charactor, 
wearing apparel, and the names of many spirits were given in full, in a 
unique style, to many strangers, She would do well to shun all curiosity. 
hunters, sho will then be safe from the trammelling of bigotry and 
ignorance. Sho is really a good medium, Gth: Mr, Wilkinson, ohair- 
man, gave a roading on “Signs of the Times ;" and Mr, J, Beck lochured 
on “Spiritualism, a Science and a Religion,” in an able manner, Ho was 
loudly applauded by a large and respectable audience, Notice: On 
May 16, we shall have Mr, King, an ox-slave, to give his experience, 
trusting that all Spiritualists in the district will come and hear him, 
All are welcome,—W. R., Henry. 

Hontinwoop.—Our old friend Mrs, Hyde on Tuesday night gave 
good clairvoyance and psychometry. Sunday, Mr. Young, assisted by 
Mr, Greaves, gaye some very telling ‘paychometry to strangers. 
Altoguther a very plensant day,—R. B., aec. 

Hyps.—May 6, Mr, W. H. Rooke gave two good addresses, which 
were very satisfactory, to fair audiences. 

Lusps. Progressive Hall.—A good day, Mr, Ogram related 
“How and why he became a Spiritualiat,’’ which was very good, 
Evening, “Spiritualism, a key to the Bible,” which was explained in a 
remarkable way, hoping to hear him again. Monday, Mrs. Robinson 
and Mrs. Levitt kindly gave their services. Mr, Galley could not 
attend on account of busineas.—O. Levitt. 

Lercesten, Liberal Club, Town Hall Square,—Evening: Mr, 
Muggleton delivered a trance address to a large congregation. It being 
Labour Day, we did not expect to seo such an audience. The spirit 
guides of Mr. Muggleton chose their own subject, and gaye a stirring 
address on “Life.” The anthem was, “The righteous shall be glad.” 

Leton.—Mr, Muyoh, of Bolton, Afternoon: Circle. Evening, 
subject, “ What is religion?” dealt with in a masterly manner. Every 
oné expressed their gladness at listening to such an oration, full of love 
and sympathy, and hoped to hear him again soon.—S, D. [Only write 
on one side of the paper please.] 

MACCLESFIBLD.—The Rev. A. Rushton gave an address on “The 
sayings and doings of the Parliament of Religions” recently held in 
America. His extracts were from the representatives of the Indian, 
Chinese, Japanese, Russian, and Mohammedan religions, Having noted 
the salient points of each, he forcibly contrasted the conceit and 
autocracy of the Archbishop of Canterbury in refusing to attend, with 
the unassumption of the representative of the Buddhists, who 
represented 400,000 more than the Prelate of Canterbury, The 
address was most interesting, showing that in mosb cases these 
heathens (7) were far in advance of ourselves%is regards morality and 
right living.—W. P, 

Pg oP 1eLD, 301, Park Lane.—Meetings at 2-30 and 6-30, 
when, through the meditmship of Mra. S. J. Foster and Mr, H, Cosnett, 
we had several grand tests of Spirit manifestations, and proof of the 
same confirmed since, Afterwards a short address to go on in our 
humble efforts, convince friends and the people that their children are 
not dead, but living the real life. [Your last reporb was late when it 
reached us, You ought to be thankful that, at considerable trouble, we 
put in as much as we did.) 

Neison. Bradley Fold.—A grand treat. Mr, Pilkington’s control 
ye most excellent discourses on “The Reflection and Absorption of 
olour in the Spirit World,” and “Spirit Plasm, what is it?” The 

audiences were delighted. A few strangers said they had never heard 
such a discourse.—D. H. B. 

are ON TIEA pel 29 PS Frank Berens of reds 
gave two very eloquent resses, which gave every satisfaction. We 
also had a very sanyabts concert on the Saturday evening, at which 
Mr. Hepworth appeared in some of his inimitable character sketches. 
May 6: A public séance was largely attended, and proved very satis- 
actors. Some very good evidence o leas identity was given by Mrs. 
Davison, of Gaveshead ; Mr, Rostryn, of Newcastle ; and other friends, 

Neswrort (Mon.). Portland Street.—Sunday evening, a good 
address by Mr. Hodson’s controls. Subject, “The Salvation of the 
Churches,” Fair audience, Clairvoyance and psychometry good,— 
E. B., assiab, sec, 

Newrorr (Mon.), 85, William Street.—A pleasant surprise awaited 
us, Woe received a yisib from “Twilight,” a control of Mr. Spriggs, of 
Melbourne, Australia, who gave us an interesting address through the 
mediumship of Mr. Wayland, on “ Life on Earth and in the Spheres.” 

Ks ‘Circle of Light, Cardiff, remember this dear friend, whose mate- 
through Mr, a ’ mediumship was perfech, Standing 
gas-jet, with the il fight thrown upon his features, our eyes 
the most p form, with long flaxen curls reaching to the 
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Eadie in a hearty manner, Additional interest waa imparted to 

the meeting by exporimental readings of Indies and gentlemen from the 
audience (strangers to the lecturer) who acknowledged the correctness 
of the dolineations given, The lecture lasted one and a half hours, and 
the interest was maintained to the clow,—W. Walker. 

Norringuam, Masonic Hall,—We had a grand time with Mr, 
Wallis and Misa J. Bailey. The subject in the morning was “The Day 
After Donath,” and at night 16 questions were handed up, 10 of which 
were dwelt upon in an eloquent, earnest, and thoughtful manner, 
Miss Bailey gave clairvoyant descriptions; those ab night were 
particularly successful and made a considerable impression upon the 
audience, Mr, Wallis sang a very sweet thing, Vesper Voices,” 
Attendance, 100 inthe morning, and crowded ab night, On Monday, at 
the Mechanica’ Hall, n fair sudionce greeted Rey. J. P, Hoppa, who 
gaye a tolling address upon “A common-sense view of a future life,” 

46 later report. The friends of Mr. J. W. R. Smith sympathise 
with him in his lous of the visible presence of hin mother, who passed 
on suddenly, April 29.—J, F. H. 

Norrinauam, Morley Hall.—Mrs, Barnes’ control gave an able 
address upon a subject from the audience, “What in the mesning of 
Ohrist 7” Although dealt with many times before, Mra, Barnes’ control 
was not ab a loss for new ideas to make it interesting. Christ waa a God 
principle, which may be more or less developed by all individuals, and 
not confined to any person two thousand years’ ago.—T. J. Lyceum : 
Fifth monthly open session. An interesting programme of music, 
singing, and marching was given, also an interesting address by our 
secretary, Mr. Newman, on “Rings—their origin and significance,’ 
which was listened to by a very good audience of children and friends, 
A collection, towards the Lyceum fund, amounted to 6/6. "T. Jackson, 
conductor, 

OLDHAM. Bartlam Place,—Lyceum: Quiet harmonious session, 
Conductor, Miss Wainwright. Senior Group, interesting discussion 
introduced by Mr. Barker; to be continued next week, 
recitations nicely given. 

Ossxrr, The Green.—On Sunday last, Mr, Barraclough gave good 
addresses, subjects from the audience, 

RESTON. Lawson Street Hall,—The controla of Mr. Lomax gave 
able and earnest addresses on “ Man and the Angels,” and “ The Future 
of Spiritualism,” In his latter address they contended that neither 
orthodoxy nor materialism is able to satisfy the growing desires of man, 
as to whether the soul shall survive the death of the physical body. 
Spiritualism alone answers thia great question, for it is based on fact, 
not fable. Good clairvoyance.—F, R. 

Roonparg, Penn Street,—May 2, public circle, Mr, Young gave 
very successful clairvoyance, Good audience. O: Mra, Griffin’s guides 

ve good discourses on “ Spiritualism and what it teaches,” and “ Soul 
ing.’ Clairvoyance after each discourse. Mediums, please notice 
we are now booking dates for 1895.—A. S., cor. sec. 

Rocmpare, Temple, Ballie Street.—The opening services were n 
thorough success, Mr. G. F, Manning did yeoman service; he took 
business questions from the audience, and delineated from photographs 
with success, rowded audiences, and every encouragement for a 
bright future for our society. Mr. and Mra, Adderley, Mrs, Eastwood, 
and Mra, Sutcliffe deserve our heartiest thanks for having thoroughly 
cleaned our room after only six hours’ notice, Next Sunday Mr, L, 
Thompson and Miss Ethel Barlow (aged 12), the young clairvoyant, 
Mrs, Barlow and Master Barlow will sing two duets, Friends, rally round, 
Will mediums and speakers, who will give their services for expenses 
only, until we can see our way to pay, communicate with Mr, L, 
Thompson, 264, Entwistle Road ? 

Rocupatx, Water Street,—In Mr, Buckley's absence our friend 
Mr. Nuttall gave a short address in the afternoon, and in the evening 
took questions from the audience, 

Royton.—Mr, Cable, of Pendleton, discoursed on “ I know that my 
Redeemer liveth” in a very nice and acceptable manner, showing that 
man is his own redeemer, and it is usele®s on our part to lay our mis- 
deeda on another, Excellent paychometry. This being his first visit 
satisfaction was expressed.—W, O. 

_ SHEFFIELD, ollis Hall, Bridge Street.—Medium, Mr, William 
Fielding, of Old he, bets Addresses much appreciated by attentive 
audiences, lent oyant teste.—A. M, 
Sowxrny BRIDGE.—An excellent lecture by Mr. J. Swindlehurst 
on “The divine rights of man.” The first right waa to know his 
i kinship to the Divine Creator, God. Second, the 
e Eran iini phrasal mentally, camy and spiritually, and 
olaim the right of access to all founts of knowledge, to enable him to 

his life up to its loftiest ideal. Thirdly, the right to live, not 
Fiho various wrongs done to man through commercial 
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d France, and 
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a memorial worvice, and delivered an inatructive lecture from “It is 
nown a natural body—itin raised a spiritual body,” afterwardaa lengthy 
poem on “Mr. W, E. Gladstone” and " Love" chosen by the audience, 
April 29 : Mr, Win, Pickford's guides on subject chosen by the audience, 
"The Political Aspects and the Diseatablishment in Wales 7’ afterwards 
a lengthy poem on “ Rotes,” gave every satisfaction, May 6: Mr. J.T, 
McKellar, of North Shields, spoke from "The Other World's People,” 
Ho ndvanced rome good ideas, and made all very plain, AN being well, 
Mr. J, Livingstone on the 12th, and Monday 14th, Lyceum ncholara' 
tea and recreation, On Sunday, June Srd, we intend holding our 
Annual Camp Meetings, morning and afternoon, in the open-air. 
Monster meeting at night Inthe Miners’ Hall. 
follow.—Thos. Southern, hon. see, 
Wissecs, Public Hall—Mr, Ward delivered an address, subject 
taken from the audience, Cloirvoyance very good. On Tuesday last 
two of our members celebrated the 25th anniversary of their wedding 
by providing m ten, of which several frienda partook. During the 
enjoyable evening which followed they were presented with a handsome 
teapot. The Two Worlds wold well, and we have forwarded u copy to 
ench of the gentlemen who took the chair for the Rev. Showman at 
Wisbech.—J. W. Smith, cor. sec, 
Reorrven Late, Armley,—20: Mr. Barrowclough assisted us, 
Mrs, Whittingham being ill, Mrs, Beanland gave clairvoyance. May 
6 and 7, Mrs, Stretton's guides gave good addresses and clairvoyance, 
May 2, Mr. Chris, King answered questions very able, and we sincerely 
thank him for his kind sid for the Lyceum, 


More particulars to 


Leiceater, Millstone 
Lane. Mr, Horsley addressed a good congregation, Bradford. 16, 
Quaker Lane, Misa Brooks was successful, Visitors much pleased, 


—— 


PROSPECTIVE ARRANGEMENTS. 


Bacup, Mechanics’ Hall.—May 20: Mr. E. W, Wallis. Afternoon, 
“Spiritualiam, the religion of humanity.” Evening, “ Spirits, their 
nature, powers, and dwelling places.” Chairman, Councillor Ben Smith, 
A good time is expected. riends in the district, please note and rally 
round, 

BracKroon. Alpine Hall—20, Mr. Jones ; 27, Mrs. Hunt, 

Canpirr.—1%, Mr, J. R. Gandy ; 20, at 11 am, and 6-30 p,m. and 
21, ot 8 p.m., Mra, M. H. Wallis, of Manchester. 

HanLey.—Friends have arranged a trip to Alton, for Whit-Monday, 
May 14, starting from Stoke by 11-43 train ; Longton, 11-51; will 
arrive at Alton at 1248 noon. A knife and fork tea at the Pavilion, 
in the grounds (on production of ticket.) Return from Alton at 7-13, 
arriving at Stoke at 8-22 p.m, The charge, including admission to the 
beautiful gardens, and tea, is 4/4, Tickets from members of the com- 
mittee on or before May 12.—L. M. Byles, hon. sec. 

Hantey.—Grove House, Birches Head.—May 20, ab 6-30, Mr. 
J. H. Sankey ; May 27, at 3 and 6-30, Mr. J. J. Morse ; May 28, at 
7-80, Mr. J. J. Morse. Membera enrolled at all meetings for the 
Spiritual Ghureh, 

Houppensvikip, Brook Street Lyceum.—The members will repeat 
the service of song, “An Angel in Disguise,” on Sunday evening, May 20, 
and give an open session in the afternoon. We hope to have a large 
assembly, 

Howsrer.—20, Mr. Wood ; 27, Mr, Barraclough. 

Livesrroot,—May 13, morning: Answers to questions. Evening: 
“The Outpouring of the Spirit.” 

Liversepor, Carr Street, Little Town.—A large room in Carr St, 
Little Town, to hold 200, will be opened on May 13, by Mr. Foote, a 
West African gentleman, accompanied by lady friends from Bradford. 
Friends, help tis to have a good full house ; service at 2-30 and 6. Will 
friends, who want tea, please mention it before service, and the secretary 
will arrange about it.—T. Horner, sec, 

Manonxsten, Ardwick, Tipping Street—May 13, Mr. E. W. 
Wallin At 2-45, “Social and Spiritual Redemption” ; at 6-30, “ The 
Present Pentecostal Outpouring.” 

Mn, Witrren Rooxe desires all letters to be addressed to 109, 
Hornby Rond, Blackpool. 

Mr. J. Youna, of 18, North Street, Royton, writes that the fact 
that Mr. Chisnall has cancelled all hia engagements for 1894 does not 
affect him. Secretaries please note that Mr, Young will fulfil all his 
engagements, and continue to book dates as usual. 

Mi. HensMan wishes to inform his frienda that he has returned to 
London, and will be pleased to meet them again, His address is 2, 
Tottenham Street, Kinsel Road, Westbourne Park, He will hold public 
meetings on Sunday, Thuraday and Saturday, at 7-30, at 10, Tavistock 
Crescent, Weatbourve Park, don, W. 


Neweastiy-on-Tyne.—May 13: Mr. J. H. Lashbrooke, at 6-30 ; 
20, Mr. J. B. Tetlow, of Pendleson. 


NormnaHamM, Masonic Hall.—Sunday, 13, Mr. J. J. Morse, of 
London, 10-46 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. 


Tae Seconsp Annuat Lyceum Demonstration will be held at 


“Royton, on Whit Saturday, May 19.. Lyceums to assemble in Coo 


Square atA0-30. At 11 prompt, after two hy 
formed in the following order, with coloured 
tach, viz, marshals, Mesara. Chisnall, Gibson, and Longsta. Hig 
Crompton Brasu Band; 1, Royton, lavender; 2, Oldham, scarlet; 3, 
ellow ; 4, Rochdale, white; 5, Pendleton, salmon ; 6, 
ter, liie ; pink; 8, Bac 

? Street, 


r'a 
a procession will be 
ttes to be worn y 


up, orange, They will 
ton Road, High 
Lane, Oldham Road, Shaw Road, 
Barn Farm, when two more hymns 
and calisthenic exercises, Conductors 
band on right arm, same colour 

in the field after the 


, and del a 


i ticket only. A public meeti 
ree a short time, and recitations 
lect wards expenses,—J, B, 


de 


228 


THE TWO WORLDS. 


May 11, 1894. 


YORKSHIRE Union or Spiarrvavists.—The next meeting of dele- 
gates, speakera, and honorary membera will be held in the No. 1 
Committee Room, Temperance Hall, Bradford, on Sunday, May 13th 
(Whit-Sunday), at 10-30 prompt, when all Yorkshire workers will be 
heartily welcome. Important and interesting business to be disposed 
of. Any correspondence referring to the opening out of new centres, 
or other relative matters, to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr. W. 
Stansfield, Hanging Heaton, Dewsbury. 

WANTED, SITUATIONS, Ere. 


[Terms for these advertisoments 4d. per line, Jour lines for 1s., four 
insertions for the price of three. Ten words to the line. Cash with 
advertisement. | 


Wanted, Reliable General Servant—Apply Mrs. Wallis, 164, 
Broughton Road, Pendleton, Manchester, 
WANTED strong active general servant, between 20 and 30. Good 


home. Wages £130 year. Apply, M. J. H., office of Zhe Two Worlds. 

WANTED a situation as useful lady housekeeper to widower or 

bachelor (a Spiritualist preferred.) Experienced, and excellent 
references. Address, W. W., c/o Manager, The Two Worlds, 73a, 
Corporation Street, Manchester. 

For Sate, —“ Coventry Cross” Safety Bicycle, pneumatic tyres, 
ball bearings throughout; diamond frame. Price £9.—Address, E. W., 
Office of The Pwo Worlds, 

Reautirun Foower Sxeps.—Packet of 12 separate varieties, 6d., 
post free, 74d. F. S. Sainsbury, 18, Maxfield Street, Leicester. If not 
satisfied money returned, 

NOTIOR.—MEDIUNS AND SPRAKERS who purpose visiting Morecambe 
during the summer, and are willing to tender their services gratis, are 
requested to communicate with the secretary of the Lancaster Society, 
who will arrange for their entertainment during the day, the socicty 
alae paying tram fares to and from Morecambe.—Addrese, James 
Downham, sec., 16, Cumberland View, Bowerham, Lancaster. 


PASSING EVENTS AND COMMENTS. 


No REPORTS next week, owing to the holidays. 
WE HAVE RECEIVED five cabinet photos of Miss Florence Marryat, 
taken recently at Birmingham. We can sell them for 1/1 post free. 

Don’t Falt to keep a copy or two of last week's Tico Worlds by 
you. It will assuredly be wanted for reference during the next lantern 
lecturing season. 

THe Bury PAPER reprinted our last week's article re Rey, Ashcroft's 
apology, and Mr. Hilton will send a copy to all the gentlemen who were 
chairmen at the “ Lantern Lecturér's™ recent meetings, 

Campripox.—Mr. W. H. Yorke, of 31, Ainsworth Street, Cambridge, 
will be glad to communicate with resident Spiritualists for the purpose 
of forming circles aud promoting the spread of Spiritualism. 

Messrs. E. Foster, John Ainsworth, Bevan Harris, W, H. Robinson, 
Henry Llewe lyn, all write re the Ashcroft episode, but we are unable 
to find room for any letters on this matter. Enough is better than a 


Tur Two Worlds will be issued on WEDNESDAY next week. 

Tur NATIONAL FRDERaTION Propaganda Meeting at Nelson on 
Wednesday, April 25, was most successful, Mr. N. Lathom, chairman, 
Mr. Peter Lee and Mra. J, A. Stansfield very ably placed the claims of 
our philosophy before the audience, Mrs. Dixon, of Burnley, in her 
quaint and humorous style, gave a few psychometrical testa, whilst 
Mr. J. Swindlehurst had to deal with many and varied questions, and 
a desire was expressed by many non-Spiritualists for another opportunity, 
when more time could be devoted to questions and discussion. The 
Lancashive Daily Post, April 25, reported “a well-attended meeting 
under the auspices of the National Federation of Spiritualiste, was held 
in the Lawson Street Spiritualists’ Hall, Mr, James Swindlehurst, of 
Preston, presided. Mrs. Butterfield, of Blackpool, and Mrs. J. A, 
Stansfield, of Oldham, addressed the meeting, the labter giving some 
clairvoyant descriptions, The chairman said that Spiritualism was a 
strength in England. Of late, Spiritualistic societies had federated, 
and by that they found they had st:ength. A collection was taken in 
aid of the propaganda fund." 

SPIRITUALISM IN Yor«k.—Mrs, Aunie Besant lectured for the 
Theosophical Society, on “ fs man a soul?” and the people of York had 
a grand intellectual treat, With the exception of several references to 
Theorophic ideas (which fell flat) the lecture was a truly S piritualistic 
one. Replying to the question “ Can Theosophy give individual and 
scientific proof of the existence of the soul after the death of the 
body ?” she said it had already been abundantly proved by Spiritualism; 
but she would not advise its investigation, owing to the danger and 
injury to nerves and mental conditions, This is somewhat paradoxical 
with the statement that she attributed her change from Materialism 
to Theosophy, to the absolute demonstration of the soul's 
existence that she had received (through mediums’). Investigation 
does not appear to haye injured her, and such n conclusion would appear 
to be wrong and contrary to the spirit of the age, Where would the 
world haye been had advice like this been followed! None of the 
blessings we enjoy would have been known had we been afraid of 
attendant dangers. What should we think of the man who advised us 
to have nothing to do with electrical regear, lı because of its dangers to 
nerves and even to life? The truly scientific mind investigates its dangers 
also, and by guarding and warning against them, arrives at results which 
bless humanity. The position of the lecturer is unscientific and upsatis- 
factory. Limited experience, as compared with others, may account 
for so weak a conclusion. We are aiming to give the death-blow to 
Materialism, and let every aspiring family or circle answer the great 
question for himself, “If a man dies, shall he live again?” In doing so, 
let us warn the frivolous and curious of its dangers. A new world is 
opening out, and is already within sight and touch; let us not be 
alfrighted from its shores by the cry of danger or demon, We are not, 
as the lecturer states, materialising or dragging down the loved ones 
from a state of happiness and progression ; they are only too happy 
and anxious to come if we provide instruments and spiritual conditions. 
We had quite a little lecture on the need of surrounding mediums with 
pure and elevating conditions ; also of the danger of sitting in public or 
promiscuous circles—with which we agree. Mra, Besant is doing good 
work—far more than she would if in the ranks of Spiritualism, —J., Slater. 


IN MEMORIAM. 

On Saturday afternoon, April 14, Harriet, the faithful and 
devoted wife of Mr. Richard Brooke, formerly of Cardiff, but latterly of 
Liverpool, left the body after a long and painful illness, which she bore 
with the utmost patience and resignation. In February last some kind 
friends took her to Leeds, hoping the change of air might do her good, 
For a considerable time she was under the care of Dr. Churton, a most 
eminent physician, but, despite his most assiduous attention, hey con- 
dition continued to get worse, and shortly after 3 o'clock on Saturday, 
April 14, she peacefully breathed her last, Her death, like that of all 
trne Spiritualists, was a bright and happy one ; the vicar of the pariah 
and othera who visited her all testified to this. More than once she had 
her eyes opened, and caught a glimpse of that country to which she was 
journeying ; she also on one occasion distinctly beheld the forms of her 
departed mother and sister, These visions, coupled with the knowledge 
she possessed as the result of a close and intelligent study of the truths 
of Spiritualism, robbed death of all its terrors, and thus, when the call 
came, it found her waiting and ready. The day before she passed on a 
séance was held in her room, and whilsb it was in progress n sweet smell 
of flowers was distinctly perceived by all, The funeral was held on 
Tuesday, the 17th ult., at Woodhouse Cemetery, Leeds, The mourners 
included all Mra. Brooks’ children (her husband, sad to relate, being 
away in Australia, and entirely unaware of the terrible news awaiting 
him), Mr. and Mrs. Goodenough, of Westfield Crescent, Leeds (at whose 
house our dear friend passed away, and from both of whom she received 
all through her illness the utmost kindness and attention), Mrs. 


f Camato (an old friend of the family, and who nursed her whilst ill in 
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